About OPeNDAP’s Prototype WCS Service
Developed to test the applicability of the semantic web technology to ‘translate’ metadata.
Conceptual Architecture is that an intermediate semantic model provides a scalable way to translate metadata.
We are interested in supporting more than WCS on the Output side…




Main advantage of the ‘intermediate model’ architecture is that adding a new Source only requires understanding the Model and Output (or vice versa). The brute force architecture requires an understanding of the Source and every Output (or …)
The other advantage is, of course, the fewer translation modules are required beyond N = 2.
The disadvantage is that the Model must subsume all Sources and Outputs





Questions
Our WCS service returns links to data that must be dereferenced to get the actual data file. Is that a problem for most clients?
The data file referenced is a netcdf3 data file. Is that a problem?
Our service returns all of its coverages in a single GetCapabilities response (i.e., one URL). Would it be better to have a separate URL for each coverage (and thus have only one coverage per GetCapabilities)? 
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Number of translation modules is Number of Sources plus Number of Outputs (Nt = Ns + No)
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Number of translation modules is Number of Sources times Number of Outputs (Nt = Ns * No)
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Our WCS implementation returns a link to the data in the GetCoverage response.
Clients dereference that link to read data from the Hyrax data server
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